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PAVO UNIFORM CODE 
Having the correct uniforms and equipment on hand before the season begins is critical. Members are advised 
to check with conference coordinators and assignors to ensure they know their uniform requirements, as they 
may override these PAVO guidelines. 

The following information details the approved uniform that is required of all PAVO officials receiving fees for 
their services: 

Shirt: 
• A PAVO/USA Volleyball polo-style shirt that is one of the three approved colors, with the following 

specifications (available exclusively from www.VBOfficialsGear.com):  
- Approved official designation on the left sleeve (“Volleyball Certified Official”), which is trademark 

protected. 
- Navy trim on the body and sleeve seams 
- Long or short sleeves. 

• Regarding the variations of uniform colors: 
- Referees must dress alike. The white shirt is the default, so all referees must own a white shirt. If one 

referee opts to wear white for a particular match, both will wear white. 
- When wearing an alternative color, referees should not wear a color similar to either team. Conference 

coordinators may help determine whether one of the team colors in their conference is too similar to 
the cyan blue or gray officials’ shirt. 

- Scorers and line judges may either wear the current white shirt, or may match the referees if the referees 
wear an alternative color. 

• For matches played using NCAA rules, the appropriate PAVO patch is worn on the right side of the chest. 
Slacks: Dark navy-blue slacks that are pressed and in good repair (not faded). 
Shorts: Navy blue; allowable only for tournament play when high temperatures exist. 
Shoes: Clean, white athletic shoes with a non-marking rubber sole with no exposed “coils.” 
Socks:  All white, at least crew length. 
Belt: Black or dark navy-blue leather (if slacks are made for a belt). 
Outerwear (optional): May be worn while officiating a match, if permitted by the conference or assignor. Full 
details related to the Guidelines for wearing outerwear can be found on the PAVO website and in the Women’s 
Volleyball Officiating Manual. Available exclusively from www.VBOfficialsGear.com. 
Other: Whistle attached to a lanyard, penalty cards (concealed from view), timing device that can track 
seconds and minutes. A ball gauge, ball pump, net measuring device, tossing coin, and a current rules book 
are recommended. 

 
 Uniform shirts may only be sold by vendors approved by PAVO/USA Volleyball. 
 Uniform shirt specifications and outerwear criteria are available from the PAVO Central Office at 

pavo@pavo.org or (888) 791-2074. 
 The only fabrics (weight and type) and styles allowed are those approved by the PAVO/USA Volleyball 

Interface Committee. 
 The approved logo (mark) for the uniform shirt and outerwear is protected by trademark. 
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